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WASHINGTON, D.C.--Unemployment for blacks showed a slight 
increase in September over August rates, according to the U.S. 
Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. The September 
rate is 11.6 percent, compared to the August level of 11.1 
percent. 


The jobless rate for black men showed little change, from 
9.8 percent in August to 10.0 percent in September. Unemployment 
for black women also changed only slightly, increasing from 
August's 9.4 percent to 9.6 percent in September. 


Black teens showed a noticeable increase in unemployment, 
from 31.6 percent in August to 37.3 percent in September. 


Overall, the jobless rate for September was 5.2 percent and 
the civilian worker rate was 5.3 percent; in August the rates 
were 5.1 and 5.2 percent, respectively. 


Nonagricultural payroll employment, as measured by the 
survey of business establishments, rose by 210,000 in September 
to 109.1 million, but about 75,000 of the increase represented a 
return to work of persons who had been on strike. Total civilian 
employment, as measured by the survey of households, was about 
unchanged over the month. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


The number of persons unemployed, 6.6 million, and the 
civilian worker unemployment rate, 5.3 percent, were essentially 
unchanged in September. Both measures have shown little movement 
since the spring. Jobless rates were about unchanged over the 
month for teenagers (15.1 percent), whites (4.5 percent), 
Hispanics (8.3 percent), and blacks (11.6 percent), although 
the rate for black teenagers rose to 37.3 percent. While the 
unemployment rate for adult men increased 0.4 percentage point to 
4.8 percent, the rate for adult women edged down to 4.5 percent. 


Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Total civilian employment was virtually unchanged in 
September at a seasonally adjusted level of 117.5 million. At 
62.9 percent, the employment-population ratio (the proportion of 
the working-age population that was employed) remained close to 
the level that has held throughout 1989. 


The civilian labor force (124.0 million) and the labor force 
participation rate (66.4 percent) were also about the same as in 


the previous month, after seasonal adjustment. The labor force 
has increased by 2.0 million over the past 12 months. 


Discouraged Workers (Household Survey Data) 


-more~ 
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At a seasonally adjusted level of 815,000 in the 
July-September period, the number of discouraged workers--persons 
who want to work but have not looked for jobs because they 
believe they cannot find any--was about unchanged from the second 
quarter. Over the past year, the number of discouraged workers 
has declined by about 115,000. 


Industry Payroll Employment (Establishment Survey Data) 


Total nonagricultural payroll employment increased by 
210,000 in September to 109.1 million, seasonally adjusted. This 
increase would have been much smaller if not for the return to 
payrolls of about 75,000 workers involved in strikes in August. 
The diffusion index of 349 industries fell below 50 percent, 
indicating that more industries lost than gained jobs in 
September. 


In the goods-producing sector, factory employment fell by 
105,000. Whereas the bulk of the decrease occurred in the 
durable goods sector, it was very widespread, with 16 of the 20 
individual manufacturing industries showing employment 
reductions. The largest occurred in the auto industry-- 

35,000. Employment in the electrical equipment industry fell by 


10,000 over the month and has declined by 55,000 since last 
November. In primary metals, where employment had changed little 
since late last year, the number of workers fell by 10,000 in 
September. Fabricated metal products has had small job losses 
for 7 consecutive months. Employment in apparel and other 
textile products fell by 10,000 over the month, returning to last 
October's employment level. The mining industry also showed a 
small job loss, while construction employment was unchanged for 
the second consecutive month. 


In the service-preducing sector, employment in 
transportation and public utilities increased by 90,000 over the 
month, primarily reflecting the return to work of telephone 
workers from strikes. Services industry employment rose by 
105,000, as both business and health services showed 
strong job gains of 45,000. Government employment was also a 
strong gainer, with an increase of 95,000 over the month; most of 
this occurred in local education. Finance, insurance, and real 
estate employment grew by 10,000 in September. Wholesale trade 
showed a small job gain, while employment in retail trade was 
little changed; job growth in these t.> industries has been quite 
slow for most of this year. 


Despite the slower growth in recent months, total payroll 
employment in September was nearly 2.9 million above its year-ago 
level. Virtually all of this gain--2.6 million--took place in 
the service-producing sector. 
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The first state legislation permitting the state to attempt 
to settle labor disputes was in 1878 in Maryland, according to 
“Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


Ox 28 


The first state legislation authorizing voluntary 
arbitration was in Pennsylvania in 1883, according to "Labor 
Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


e ¢.4 


The first collective bargaining agreement in the building 
trades was gained by bricklayers in New York City in 1885, 
according to “Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. 











